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"Lots already significantly disturbed for house construction, driveways,

 septic systems, utilities, and planned residential development are

 examples of previously disturbed soils."

(Texas Residential Safe Room Handbook, Page 10)

No SHPO clearance 

required.

↓

↓

Safe room will be 

installed in undisturbed 

soils?

Yes

No
No SHPO clearance 

required.

No

SHPO clearance

 required.

Residence >45 years 

old?  OR In a historic 

district?

Yes

No
No SHPO clearance 

required.

↓

A "highly visible" safe room would be

 an above ground safe room located

 in the front or side yard.

(Texas Residential Safe Room Handbook, Page 10)

Conditions Requiring State Historical Preservation Officer (SHPO) Clearance for Residential Safe Rooms

Condition A Condition B

Safe room abuts or is attached 

to the residence?  OR highly 

visible from a public right-of-

way?

↓

↓

↓

↓

↓

Yes

SHPO clearance

 required.

Exterior safe room? No

Yes

No SHPO clearance 

required.


